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Aluminium is a light and strong metal that is easily moulded and does not rust. This makes it perfect for making a range of containers. 





Most of our drinks cans are made from aluminium and about 15% of aerosol cans are aluminium.





Aluminium is made from a naturally occurring substance called alumina. This is aluminium with oxygen added to it. To get the aluminium out, the alumina has to be heated to a very high temperature. Then a strong electric current has to be passed through it. The melted aluminium then sinks to the bottom and can be removed. This process uses up a lot of energy!





Aluminium is easily recycled. It can be melted down over and over again without


being spoiled and can simply be remade into another drinks can or aerosol can! 


Recycling aluminium is much better than getting it from alumina, because it saves


loads of energy!  Recycling one aluminium can saves enough energy to run a TV


for 3 hours and if all the aluminium cans in Britain were recycled, there would be 


about 14 million fewer dustbins every year!





Aluminium is non magnetic, so will not be attracted to a magnet.





Steel is a magnetic metal that can be used for a range of different jobs. If very thin, then steel is light and easily moulded and is used to make a range of food cans and most aerosol cans. If carbon is added to it, steel can become very strong and be used to make things like girders for buildings and bridges or to make cars.








Steel is a metal alloy, which means it is made from a mixture of metals. Steel is made from iron ore which is mined. To turn iron ore into steel, the iron ore has to be heated in a huge furnace to very high temperatures, to separate it from the other materials present. This can use up a lot of energy!





Steel can be easily recycled. It takes about 75% less energy to recycle steel than


to make it from iron ore. Because steel is magnetic, it is easy to sort. Big magnets


at recycling plants separate the steel from other metals. In 2003 2.5 billion steel 


cans were recycled, but 3 billion were sent to landfill! What a waste!





Steel cans are often called ‘tin cans’. This is because a thin layer of a metal


called tin is coated over the steel in food cans. This tin layer protects the food 


that is put in the can.








