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Age Group: Suitable for Years 4 - 6


Curriculum Links: Design and Technology, Art and Design, Science; Materials. Literacy: written instructions, writing for a younger audience.








What do I need?


A4 thin card/paper[200gm]


Examples of tins made to commemorate a special event.














This lesson is based on a design and technology task linked to a special event. There are many examples of special metal packaging linked to seasonal gifts, anniversaries and celebrations. Usually these speciality packages contain biscuits, sweets or other speciality food items. The task in this lesson is to design a metal package for a unusual item that is not usually associated with this kind of packaging. The class may be able to provide examples of ‘celebration’ packaging and unusual items that have been provided with metal packaging. This may include items such as watches, T-shirts or toys.


The lesson has three linked tasks:


Choose an event to celebrate


Decide on the item to be packaged


Design and make a prototype of the packaging


A presentation of the packaging 








Start the lesson by brainstorming a list of possible events to celebrate. These could include: 


Seasonal events such as Christmas, Divali, Easter, Eid etc. 


Anniversaries


Birthdays


Royal Events


Famous people


Sport e.g. FA Cup, Olympics etc.


Moving to Secondary School


Personal achievement





In small groups children prioritise their list of events and decide on the event they will celebrate. Each group announces to the class their choice of event. It may be possible to negotiate at this stage to establish that each group works on a different theme for their task.




















Resources


Images from the packaging museum picture set


Examples of ‘celebration’ packaging or unusual items in metal packaging











Lesson 2





Choosing a product for the ‘celebration package’








Once again it would be worthwhile to hold a class discussion or brainstorm on items that have been used to provide a ‘celebration’ product for a special package. The obvious products are biscuits, chocolates, cakes and puddings, and special food items. Challenge the groups to find suitable products that are not traditionally sold in metal packaging.





Each group’s task is to list 6 possible items for their chosen celebration event. On a separate postcard write down each item and three reasons why it should be considered, when this has been completed ask each group to arrange the six cards in a group like the example below with the final choice at the top of the pyramid. The cards can be used later at the presentation stage to show how the group made its decision on the product to be a ‘ celebration’ package.






































Lesson 3





Designing and making the prototype package





Designing


The groups should consider the following before developing the package design:





How big does the packaging need to be?


What is the best shape for the package?


What material should be used- tin plate or aluminium?


Will other material be needed to create a more useful package?


How will images and text be placed on the package?


How will the celebration aspect be presented?





At this stage the group should develop a set of drawings or sketches of the package including 2D and a 3D visuals. This should include images and text to be used on the package. Suitable images may be found on clip art programmes and the visuals can be developed on suitable ‘draw’ software programmes.





A full design can now be developed ready for the ‘making’ stage of production.





Although the groups are working in card it is important to explain that metal packaging allows a wide range of possible shapes including embossing and closures [lids]. 











This activity can also be varied or extended by:


Asking each group to package the same item for the same event. E.g. A toy for a birthday.


Inviting groups to produce an advertisement for their celebration product.


Testing the package for consumer appeal by inviting other children to evaluate its impact








Lesson 3 continued.





Making the package





Resources:





Range of card of different thickness, labels


Cutting tools


Measuring instruments, compass and ruler


Adhesive, sticky tape, staples, paper clips


Art materials 





Research





Dismantle examples of different packaging made of card to will enable children to discover techniques for folding and joining card to create 3D structures. Make a list of the kind of information provided on packaging, these will include a description of product, weight, health and safety, ingredients, images and manufacturer.





Making 





Groups should:


Measure and cut and fold as required the card to form the body of the package. 


Fix the panels etc. together to create the package using adhesive, tape etc





Artwork


Images and text on package





Image and text can be applied to the packaging using labels; this means that the groups can create the artwork for their designs as a separate activity to making the package. When the group is satisfied that the artwork is ready it can be applied to the package. If the product is available it can be placed in the package ready for display.





Presentation


Celebrate the event with a presentation by each group. The presentation should include how the ideas were developed, the package and an evaluation. Year 6  could present their findings using PowerPoint.
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