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Age Group: Suitable for Years 2 - 6


Curriculum Links:  History, Science: Materials. Literacy: Sequencing, explanatory texts, written captions, writing for an audience.








What do I need?


A4 MPMA Photo set Resource


Metal packaging collected by pupils


Display area and caption cards











The lesson introduces the theme of museums and collections and is based on the History Programme of Study and in particular historical enquiry and interpretation. There are opportunities for chronological sequencing, explanatory texts and captions for an audience.


There are three lessons:





Lesson 1 What is a museum?


Lesson 2 Investigating objects?


Lesson 3 Creating the Metal Packaging Museum





To support the lessons there are a collection of images of historical packaging and a worksheet with questions to use when investigating objects.








Start the lesson by brainstorming ideas on what a museum is and why are they important.





Discuss with the children if they know what a museum is?


Do they know what a collection is?


Explain that a collection is usually made up of a group of objects which are similar in some way.


Have any of them visited a museum?


Do any of them collect anything?


Why do they collect things?


What is important about their collection to them?


Explain to the children that they are going to create a mini museum in the classroom about metal packaging.

















Information on local museums; Image collection of historical packaging


















































Print the pictures contained in the lesson resources. The details of the images are set out in the table below.





































































































Give one image to a small group


What information can the children find out from the image?





Ask each group to report back to the class what they have found out from closely observing the image.





When each group has reported the teacher can give the descriptions listed above.





This is a set of pictures from a packaging museum. Explain that the museum curator has to investigate each object in a collection to prepare a caption or label for display.





Children are asked to bring in metal packaging from home. It may be old tins or containers that are now used for other purposes or just decoration. These objects will form the basis of the museum collection.











Collect other forms of packaging to add to the museum


Arrange a visit to a local museum and find out more about labelling objects


Invite a museum curator to the school to explain how they carry out their work


Invite other classes to visit the museum





Enquiry and interpretation





The objects that children have obtained for the museum collection need to be carefully examined and a report written on each item. This can be done as a group or individual activity. The following questions can be used to guide the research 





Question for investigating objects:





What is the object made from?





Is the object real or is it a replica (a copy)?





What do you think the object was used for?





Is the object useful?





Is the object complete or is something missing?





Do we make things that do the same job today?





Are there any special marks or clues on the object that tell you something about it?





Is the object beautiful?





Is the object precious or valuable?





Would you like to own the object?





Who would use the object?





Find a single word to describe the object.





How old do you think the object is?  How can you tell?





How could you improve the object?





Is the object well designed?





Can you see anything on the object to help you to date it?




















Picture 1�
1881 – 1890�
7lb Mustard tin C. 1882.  The earliest tins produced by Barringers were made in 1863.   Paper labels were used to decorate the product.  The tins of mustard were sold to Grocers who then sold on the mustard in 1d and 2d packs.�
�
Picture 2�
1891 – 1900�
The plate was made to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 and the other tin was made to send Royal Greeting to South Africa for the 20th Century.�
�
Picture 3�
1901 – 1910�
Satsuma Tea Caddy made for Lipton’s Tea in 1907�
�
Picture 4�
1911 – 1920�
Bluebird tin made for McVitie & Price�
�
Picture 5�
1921 - 1930�
Some of the earliest forms of promotional packs were weighted tins for cutting string.  These examples were manufactured during the 1920’s�
�
Picture 6�
1931 – 1940�
Export packaging for the House of Campbell.  Note the tamper evident seal cutter in the lid.�
�
Picture 7�
1941 – 1950�
Tissue dispenser – part of the extensive houseware products manufactured at Mansfield in the 1940’s and also the 50’s and 60’s.�
�
Picture 8�
1951 – 1960�
These highly reflective and embossed designs were popular for US export in the 1950’s.�
�
Picture 9�
1961 – 1970�
Crescent biscuit tine made for Peek Frean�
�
Pictures 10/11�
1971 – 1980�
Cake tin made to commemorate Queen Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee in 1977�
�
Pictures 12/17�
1981 – 1990�
Elephant tins produced for Williamson & Magor – unique debossing technique and a Packaging World Star winner in 1992.


The “churn” was the first in a long line of containers we made for Baileys.�
�
Pictures 13/14/15�
1991 – 2000�



Decorative bulged emboss at the time was unique to Crown


�
�
Pictures 16�
2001 – date�
Tin made for Thornton’s Origins – award winning design�
�






Explain to the children that they are going to use their objects to make a museum and they will need:





Labels will need to be written saying what the object is and as much information as possible that they have found out from their research.





Setting out the museum.





You will require: 





a display area, a table or shelving


a display board for images and signage


label cards


reports written by the children





Designate a group of pupils to set out the museum. Screen the museum area until the display is ready and you can officially open the museum.





Invite other classes and parents to visit the museum and view the objects. You may also gain additional objects to exhibit from the visitors.





Have a museum day


Have a museum day and invite other classes and parents to visit the displays. The children could make posters to advertise the day and tickets and leaflets to give to visitors. Give the children a role to play – they could take tickets, give out leaflets, act as guides or warders or keep the displays clean and tidy.





Finally





Talk with the children about displays, catalogues and visits to museums.


Talk about how a museum communicates in different ways e.g. through labelling objects, text panels, posters, catalogues and ticketing.


Discuss the different types of jobs done in a museum e.g. curator, conservator, technicians, education/teaching staff, guards, guides and volunteers.


Ensure that objects are returned to owners when the museum is taken down.
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